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XVI. An Extrat?, by Mr. Paul Rolli, F. R. S,
of an ltalian Treatife, written by the Reve-
rend Jofeph Bianchini, a Prebend in the
City of Verona; wpon the Death of the
Countefs Cornclia Zangari & Bandi, of
Ceféna. To which are fubjoined Accounts of
the Death of Jo. Hitchell, who was burned to
Death by Lightning; and of Grace Pett ar
Ipfwich, whofe Body was confumed to a Coal.

Satius efft de ve ipla quarere, quam mirari. Sexeca.

Ceféna, April 4. 1731.

Read June zo. HE Countefs Cornelia Band:, in
1745 the 62d Year of her Age, was all
Day as well as fhe ufed to be; but at Night was ob-
ferved, when at Supper, dull and hecavy. She rc-
tired, was put to Bed, where {he paffed three Hours
and more in familiar Difcourfes with her Maid, and
in fome Praycrs; at laft, falling aflecp, the Door
was fhut. In the Morning, the Maid, taking notice
that her Miftrefs did not awake at the ufual Hour,
went into the Bed-chamber, and called her; but not
being anfwerd, doubting of fome ill Accident,
open’d the Window, and faw the Corpfe of her Mif-
trefs in this deplorable Condicion.

Four Feet Diftance from the Bed there was a Heap
of Afhes, two Legs untouch’'d, from the Foot to
the Knee, with their Stockings on ; between them was
the Lady’s Head ;5 whofe Brains, Half of the Back-
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part of the Scull, and the whole Chin, were
burnt to Afhes; amongft which were found three
Fingers blacken’d. All the reft was Athes, which
had this particular Quality, that they left in the
Hand, when taken up, a greafy and finking
Moifture.

The Airin the Room was alfo obferved cumber’d
with Soot floating in it : A finail Oil-Lamp on the
Floor was cover'd with Afhes, but no Oil in it.
Two Candles in Candlefticks upon a Table ftood up-
right ; the Cotton was leftin both, butthe Tallow was
gone and vanifhed. Somewhat of Moifture wasabout
the Feet of the Candlefticks. The Bed receiv’d no
Damage; the Blankets and Sheets were only raifed
on one Side, as when a Pcrfon rifes up from it, o
goes in: The whole Furniture, as well as the Bed,
was fpread over with moilt and afh-colour Soot,
which had penctrated into the Cheft-of-drawers, cven
to foul the Linnens: Nay the Soot was alfo gone
into a neighbouring Kitclien, and hung on the Walls,
Moveables, and Utenfils of it. From the Pantry a
Piece of Bread cover'd with that Soot, and grown
black, was given to feveral Dogs, all which refufed
to eat it. In the Room above it was moreover taken
notice, that from the lower Part of the Windows
trickled down a greafy, loath{fome, yellowifh Liquor 5
and thercabout they {melt a Stink, without knowing
of what; and faw the Soot fly around.

It was remarkable, that the Floor of the Chamber
was fo thick fmear’d with a gluith Moifture, that it
could not be taken off'5 and the Stink fpread more
and more through the other Chambers,

REMARKS.
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REMARKS.

IT is impoflible, that, by any Accident, the Lamp
fhould have caufed fuch a Conflagration.
There is no Room to fuppofe any f{upernatural
Caufe.

The likctieft Caufe then isa Flath of Lightning; which,
according to the moft common Opinion, being but a
fulphureous and nitrous Exhalation from the Eatth,
having been kindled inthic Ajr, did penetrate cither thra®
the Chimney, or thro® the Chinks of the Windows,
and did the Operation. All the above mentioned
Effeéts prove the Affertion ; for thofe remaining foul
Particles are the groflfeft Parts of the Fulmen, cither
burnt to Afhes, or thickened into a vifcous bitu-
minous Matter., Hence no Wonder the Dogs would
not eat of the Bread, becaufe of the Bitternefs of the
Soot, and Stink of the Sulphur that lodged on ir.
The impalpable Afhes of the Lady’s Corpfe area'fo a
Demontftration ; for nothing buta Fulmen could pro-
duce fuch an Effet. A

They fay that there was not any Noife; but may
be there was, and they heard it not, being in a found
Sleep: Befides, there have been feen Lightnings and
Fulmina without Noife ; as onc may very often ob-
ferve.

THIS is the whole Narration 5 aftex whichl think
proper to place what is faid in the Preface re-
lating to it.

IN the Aéta Medica & Philofophica Hafnienfia,

publithed by the celebrated Thomas Bartolin, 167 3.l
Yo
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Vol. II. p. 211. n. 118. onec may {ce fuch anothes
Accident related in thefe very Words.

« A poor Woman at Parss ufed to drink Spirit
“ of Winc plentifully for the Space of three Years,
¢« {o as to take nothing elfe. Her Body contralted
« fuch a combuftible Difpofition, that one Night fhe,
« lying down on a Straw-Couch, was ail burned to
« Afhes and Smoke, except the Scull, and the Extre-
< mities of her Fingers.”

Fobn Henry Cobaufen relates this Fa& in a Book
printed at Amfterdam 1717, intituled, Lumen novuns
Phofphoris accenfums and in the firlt Part, p. 92.
relates alfo, ¢ That a Po/ifb Gentleman, in the Time
« of the Queen Bona Sforza, having drank two
<« Difhes of a Liquor called Brandy-Wine, vomited
« Flames, and was burnt by them.”

REMARKS.

SUCH an EffeGt was not produced by the Light of
the Oil-Lamp, or of any Candlcs; becaufe common
Fire, even in a Pile, does not confume a Body to
fuch a Degree; and would have befides fpread itfelf
to the Goods of the Chamber, more combuitible
than a human Body. It feerns alfo, that it was not
what is commonly taken for 2 Fulmen ; for there
was not left in the Place any faiphureous and nitrous
Smell: There did not appear any blackifh Tracks
on the Walls; all Signs of the Fulmina, as they have
been remarked by the exa@eft Obferver of Pheno-
mena, the celebrated Mr. Boyle.  But if it was not

a real Fulmen, it was certainly of fuch a Nature.
Some thought, that in the Ground under the Room
might have been a Mine of Sulphur: Which granted;
3 ‘what



[ 451 ]

what then ! I know, by Experience, that in the very
Mines of Sulphur have perifhed fome of the Miners,
but only by Suffocations caufed by fome fudden co-
pious Exhalation of kindled Sulphur; and never by
having been burnt to Athes. The Miners have in-
formed me on the Spot, that thofe of them who
perifhed, have been only choaked by a firong nitrous.
and fulphureous Ejfuvium; but nonc of them by
having been fet on Fire.

The Author relates, That, going once out of Cu-
riofity into a Sulphur-Mine by Montefiaftone, when
ngar the Place from whence the Miners digg’'d out
the Sulphur, he was advifed by one of them, who
was carrying out his Load, not to go farther ; for,,
cither the Smell, or fome fudden Exhalation, might
have done him great Injury; and when got again in the
open Air, told him, a few Days before three of his Fel-
low Miners fell ftone-dead, while they were at Work,,
by a violent Suffocation, caufed by a ftrong Exhala-
tion of bituminous Smoke, which burflt violently
from the Place where they were digging ; which Mif-
fortune was too frequent in fuch Mines; but he
never heard nor faw, that any of them had beén
burnt.

Thence it is concluded, that if the Fulmina have
fuch an Effett, the Incendium proceeds originally
from their nitrous, and not from their fulphureous.
Parts ; becaufc the Air, very clofely imprifon’d in the
Nitre, and not in the Sulphur, cither by its own
Elafticity, or by fome other Agent being put in Agi-
tation, produces the Flame of the Fulmen, which
burns and confumes any thing to Afhes.

I have



[ 452 ]

I have, fays he, fven the famous Sulphur-Spring,
a Mile diftant from Pozzol;, mentioned by Pezro-
nius Arbiter: At the lower End of the Plain there is
a Pit of liquid Sulphur, whofc boiling Zftuations
rife ten or twelve Feet. Its liquid Matter confumes
the Fleth of any Corpfe, but docs not affeét the Bones
in the leaft. In our Cafe the very Bones were burnt
to Athes; and ftill the Pavement was not damaged.
Yo fulphureous Smell remained in the Chamber.

All this he advances, to oppofe the Opinion of an
Academician at Ravenna, who infifted, That under-
neath that Chamber muft be a fulphureous Mine.
Which Opinion he founds on this, That, in the very
Houle, in a Room near that the Lady was burnt in,
there was fet on Fire a good Quantity of Hemp, and
could not be found out by whom ; as alfo, that, all
on a fudden, Part of the Palace had fallen, and not
by any Earthquake; fo that one might conjcéture all
this to be Effects of the fulphurcous Mine under-
ground ; Which is not proved by thofe Affertions.
Nay, on the contrary, if there was a Mine of Sulphur,
one {hould fmell the Stink of it in thofe dull Days,
when the naufeous South Wind blows; the Sulphur
Mines then ftinking at a great Diftance : Befides, the
Effets of Sulphur are not to reduce a3 Body into im-
palpable Afhes.

The Avurtuor’s Opinion.

THE Fire was caufed in the Entrails of the Body by

- inflamed E fffuvia of her Blood, by Juices and Fer-

mentations in the Stomach, by the many combuftible

Matters which arc abundant in living Bodies for the

Ufes of Life ; and, finally, by the fiery Evaporat}ilqéx;
whi
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which exhale from the Settlings of Spirit of Wine,
Brandics, and other hot Liquors in the Tunica wvil-
lofa of the Stomach, and other adipofe or fat Mem-
branes; within which (as Chymifts obferve) thofe
Spirits ingender a kind of Camphire; which, in the
Night-time, in Sleep, by a full Breathing and Refpi-
ration, are put in a ftronger Motion, and, confe-
quently, more apt to be fct afire.

PROOFS.

FAT is an oily Liquid feparated from the Blood by
the Glands of the Membrana adipofzs and it is of
an eafily combuftible Nature, as common Experience
Thews.

Our Blood is of fuch a Nature ; as alfo our Lymph
and Bile: All which, when dry'd by Art, flame like
Spirit of Wine at the Approach of the leaft Fire,
and burn away into Afhes. [O4ferv. 171. in the
Ephemeris of Germany, Anno X.]

Such a Drying-up of Matters may be caufed in our
Body by drinking re&ified Brandy, and firong Wines;
as Monfieur Litre obferved in the Diffetion of a
‘Woman 45 Years old, in the Hiftory of the Royal
Academy of Sciences, 1706. p. 23. Which Effe&
may oftener happen, if the Spirit of Wine has any
Mixture of Camphire : For that Liquor is but a {ub-
Jimated Oil, whofe fulphureous Particles, being atte-
nuated by the Fermentation, when feparated from
fixed and fa!t Matters, arc eafily putin Motion, and,
rolling thro’ the Air, become Flame and Fire,

Befides, altho’ the Salts which are in living and
vegetable Creatures are not naturally inclined to kin-

Mmm dle
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dle ; neverthelefs they often contribute to it, parti-
cularly, when there is join'd fome ftrong boiling
Fermentation, It is from fuch a Caufe, that we
know how the Mixture of two Liquors, altho’ cold
to the Touch, produces a flaming Fire.

Becher was the firft Difcoverer of this marvel-
ous Phanomenon, by mixing Oil of Vitriol with
that of Turpentine. Borrichius afterwards did the
fame, by mixing Oil of Turpentine with Agua fortiss
and at laft Monfieur Tournefort, by joining Spirit of
Nitre with the Oil of Szffafras; and Monfieur Hom-
derg with this acid Spirit, together with the Oil and
Quinteffences of all the aromatic Indian Herbs : Nay,
Mr. Homberg afferts, that with a certain cold Water
Cannons were fired, A#no 1710. inthe abovefaid Hi-
ftory of the Academy of Sciences, p. 66.

It is out of Queftion, how, by a firong Fermenta-
tion, Magazines of Gunpowdecr, Barns, Paper-Mills,
and Haycocks, have been fet afire.

The acid Particles in our Bodies are much united
with the Fat and oily Parts; nay, all our Limbs
abound with Qil and Acid. What Wonder then, if
they may kirdle? as Mr. Homberg well oblerves,
in the aforefaid Hiftory, 1712. 1717. from p. 13.
zo0 3 1. where he takes notice, that all our Limbs have
abundance of fetid Oil, and volatile Sait, and there-
fore eafily combulible.

We ought not to omit how the Teeth are form’d
by fo many fhort Tubes, the Bones by long oncs,
and cafier therefore to be fet on Fire. Malpizhi ob-
ferved alfo, that the Bones contain a fat oily Matter.

Befides all this, we know that the febaceons Glands
are fpread all over the Body ; and that an oily Moift-

ure,
i
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are, with now-and-then a nitrous fulphureous Smell,
perfpires from our Skin; to which Dr. Blancard
afcribes the whole Circulation.

Abundance of combuftible Matter, fhut up in a
great Number of Cells, lics in the Omentum.

There is further to be confider'd the vaft Quantity
of E ffluvia that emanate from our Bodies. SancZorius
obferved, that, of eight Pounds of Food and Drink
in a Day, there is an infenfible Pcrfpiration of about
five ; computing with them thofe Efffuvia which go
out of the Mouth by Breathing, and which might be
gathered in Drops on a Looking-glafs [SeéZ. 1.
Aphor. 6.]. Asalfo, that, in the Space of one Night,
itis cuftomary to difcharge about 16 Ounces of Urine,
4 of conco&ted Excrements by Stool, and 40 and
more by Perfpiration (Aphor. 59.]. He teaches alfo,
that Numbnefs is an Effet of too much internal Heat,
by which is prevented fuch an infenfible Tranfpiration;
as we will thew in this very Cafe.

On this Suppofition I fay, that the Effluvia of fuch
an infenfible Tranfpiration are an inflammable Mine,
eafily apt to kindle, whenever a Frition, be it ever
fo {mall, puts them in quick Motion, and increafes
their Velocity.

We acknowledge the Difcovery of this evident
Truth from Mr. Hauksbee, F. R. S. in the Experi-
ment fo much known of the Glafs Globe, p. 3o0.
to which I refer the Reader. I faw this Experi-
ment at Rome 5 and altho’ it feems that the Light
be only Phofphorus produced by the Efffyvia com-
ing out of the Hand, and of the Glafs, it may never-
thelefs occafion further Meditation on the prefent

Cafe.
Mmm 2 The
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The Fri&tion of the Palms of out Hands, or of

any other Parts of our Body, may produce thofe
Fires commonly called Ignes Lambentes.

We learn of Eufebius Nierembergius, that {uch
was the Property of all the ‘Limbs of the Father of
Theodoricus : fuch were thofc of Charles Gonzaga,
Duke of Mantus, as the celcbrated Bartolin took
notice of. By the Teftimony of Fobn Fabri, M. D.
a noted Philofopher, who faw it, Sparkles of Light
flalh’d out of the Head of a Woman, while fhe
comb’d her Hair. Scaliger relates the fame of an-
other Woman. Cardanus, of a Carmelite Monk,
whofe Head continued 13 Yearsto flafh out Sparkles,
every time he toffed his Cowl on his Shoulders.
Ezekiel a Caftro, M. D. a famous Few, and after-
wards a Chriftian, wrote a little Treatife, intituled,
Ignis lambens 5 on the Occafion that the Countefs
Caffandra Buri, of Veroma, when fhe rubbd her
Arms with a Cambrick Handkerchief, all the Skin
fhined with a very bright Light, Eufebius rclates
the fame of Maximus Aquilanus. Licetus heard
fay by his Father, that he faw the fame Quality on
Francis Guido, a Civilian 5 and that he him(elf knew
Antony Cianfio, a Bookfeller in Pifs, who, when
he fhifted, fhined all over with great DBrightnefs.
Libavius relates the fame of a Youth; and Carda-
nus of a Friend of his; faying, that, when he fhifted,
clear Sparkics of Fire fhot forth of his Body. Father
Kircher, a Jefuit, rclates, how he, going in Com-
panyinto a fubterranean Grotto at Rome, {aw Sparkles
of Fire evaporatc from the Heads of his Companions,
grown warm by waiking. Father Afphonfo d Ovale
was Eye-witnefs on the higheft Mountains of Perx

and
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and Chili, how both Men and Beafts there {eem fhining
with the brighteft Light from Top to Toe.

Thefc Flames feem harmlefs, but it is only for
want of proper Fuel. Peter Boviffean aflerts, that
fuch Sparkles reduced to Afhes the Hair of a young
Man. Fohn de Viana, in his Treatife intituled, De
Pefte Malagenfi, p. 46. relates how the Wife of Do&tor
Freilas, Phyfician to Cardinal de Royas, Archbilhop
of Tuledo, fent forth naturally, by Perfpiration, a
fiery Matter, of fuch a Nature, that if the Roller
that the worc over her Shift was taken from her, and
cxpofed to the cold Air, it immediately was Kindled,
and fhot forth like Grains of Gunpowder *, -

After all this I fay, that a feverith Fermentation,
or a very ftrong Motion of combuftible Mattcrs, may
rife in the Womb of a Woman, with fuch an igne-
ous Strength that can reduce to Afhes the Boncs, and
burn the Fleth. Two fuch Cafes are known, one
inthe A¢Fa Medica Philofophica & Hafnienfia, Anno
1673. by the Obfervation of Mart. Facobeis and the
otherin M. Marcell. Donato, de Medic. Hift. Mirab.
libi IV cap. 25, p. 248, & lib. VIL Cofinog. c. 1. of
Cornel, Gemma.

I fay alfo, that the Bile, which is a neceffary Juice
for our Digeftion, was obferved by Peter Borells,
that, being vomited up by a Man, it boiled like
Aqua fortis. [Centur. 1I. O4f. 1. p. 109.].

Befides,

*® Pet. Borelli gives an_Inftance of fuch Effwvia not only pro-
ducing Lighr, but likewife Fire. See his Qbf. Cens. 11 Obf: 75.
p. 174. where he {ays, T hat there was a certain Peafant, whofe Li-
nen, bempen Thread, &e. if laid up in Boxes, tho’ wet, or hung
upon Sticks in the Air, did foon take Fire; which hath been feen
by a great Number of Speltators.
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Befides, very ftrong Fires may be kindled in our
Bodics, as well as in other Animals of an hot Tem-
perament, not only by Nature, but allo by Art;
which, being able to Kkill, will ferve for a better
Proof of my Argument, It is neceflary, for clearerIn-
ftance thercof, to read the 77th Obfervation of Fohzn
Pifano, in the German Ephemerides, printed in
Lipfia 1670.

Tie the upper Orifice of the Stomach of an Animal
with a String ; tic alfo its lower Orifice ; then cut it
out-above and below the Ligatures, and prefs it with
both Hands, fo that it {wells up in one Side; which
done, let the left Hand keep it {o that the {well'd
Part may not fubfide; and, with the right, having
firft, at an Inch Diftance, placed a Candle, open it
quick with an anatomical Knife, and you will fee a
Flame there conceivd, coming out in a few Seconds
of Time: And fuch a Flame may, by the Curious,
be perccived not only in the Stomach, but alfo in
the Intetines. The firlt Difcoverer of this was 4z-
drew Vulparius, Anatomy-Profeffor at Bologna in
Italy 1669. Thus you fce, that a quick and vio-
lent Agitation of Spirits, or a Fermentation of Juices
in the Stomach, produces a vifible Flame. Pifano
was an Eye-witnefs of the above-related Operation.

In the German Ephemerides, anno X. p. 53. of the
Continuation by Febn Chriffopher Sturmius, onc
may read, That often, in the Northmoft Countrics,
Flames evaporate from the Stomachs of thofe who
drink ftrong Liquors plentifully. About 17 Years
ago, fays the Author, three Noblcmgn of Curland,
whofe Names, for Decency-fake, I will not publifh,

drank, by Emulation, firong Liquors; and two of
them
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them died fcorch’d and fuffocated by a Flame forcing
itfelf from the Stomach,

The moft celebrated Borelli relates how he was
told, that a Woman vomited Flames in the Point
of Death: You may read, fays he, in Bartolinus de
Luce, and in Eufebius Nierembergenfis his Hiftory
Nat. peregrin. how fuch Accidents did often happen
in great Drinkers of Wine and Brandy : Where is
rclated allo, how Fire came out from the privy
Parts of a Woman,

My Lord Bacon, in his Nat. Univ. Hjff. aflures,
he had feen a Woman’s Belly fparkling like Fire s
and truly fuch Flames would often rife in us, if the
natural Moifture did not quench them; as Lucretius
obferves, from Verfe 868. Lib. IV. and Verfe 1065.
Lib. V1. Moreover, Marcellus “Donatus, in his
Mirab. Hift. Medic. Lib. V1. Cap. 4. intituled, Of
a new Diftemper, fays, Albertus Krantzius, Lib.
V. of his Saxonr Hiftory, That, in the Time of
Godfrey of Bologne his Chriftian War, in the Terri-
tory of Niverva or Nivers, People were burning
of invifible Fire in their Entrails, and fome had cut
off a Foot or an Hand where the Burning began,
that it fhould not go further. Ezekiel de Caftro, in
the abovefaidWork of his, of Lambent Fire, relates the
famous Inftance of Alexandrinus Megetius, a Phy-
fician, who, from the Vertebra of the Coxa, after
great Pain, relates how Fire came out, which burn’d
the Eyes, as Simplicius and Philafens, Eye-witnefles,
did atteft.

After all thefe Inftances, what Wonder is there
in the Cafe of our old Lady? Her Dulnefs before
going to Bed was an Effcect of too much Heat concen-

trated
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trated in her Breaft, which hindered the Perfpiration
through the Pores of her Body s which is calculated
to about 40 Ounces per Night. Her Afhes, found
at four Feet Diftance from her Bed, are a plain Argu-
ment, that the, by natural Inftiné&, rofe up to cool
her Heat, and perhaps was going to open a Win-
dow.

The learned Marquis Scipio Maffei was told by
Count Atimis of Gorizia, who pafled through Ce-
Jfena afew Days after the Accidenr, that he heard fay
there, how the old Lady was ufed, when the felt her-
{elf indifpofed, to bathe all her Body with campho-
rated Spirit of Wine ; and fhe did it perhaps that very
Night. Thisis not a Circumftance of any Moment;
for the beft Opinion is that of the internal Heat and
Fire ; which, by having been kindled in the Entrails,
naturally tended upwards; finding the Way eafier, and
the Matter more un&tuous and combuftible, left the
Legs untouch’d ; which may have been faved alfo,
by remaining cut off at the Combuftion of the Ten-
dons, where they join with the Knees. The Thighs
were too neat the Origin of the Fire, and thercfore
were alfo burnt by it; which was certainly increafed
by the Urine and Excrements, a very comtuftible
Matter, as one may fee by its Phofphorus. Galenus
(Claff. x. Lib. U1. de Temperam.) fays, That the
Dung of a Dove was {ufficient to fet Fire to a whole
Houfe: And the learned Father Cafats, a Jefuit, in
his Phyf. Differt. Part 2, p. 48. relates to have
heard a worthy Gentleman fay, That, from great
Quantitics of the Dung of Doves, Flights of which ufed,
for many Years, nay, Ages, to build under the Roof
of the great Church of P4/, {prung originally thclliirﬁ

’ whic
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which confumed the faid Church *.  After all this,
the Author concludes, That to be fure the Lady was
burnt to.Afhes ftanding; drawing the Confequence
from her Skull fallen perpendicular between her Legs
and that the Back-part of her Head had been damaged
inore-than: the Fore-part, was becauf¢ of her Hair,
and of the Necrves, whofe principal Scat lies there :
and befides, becaufe in the Face there were many
Places open, out of which the Flames might pafs;
as it happened in the Time of the Reman Confuls T.
Gracchus and M. Fuventius, when a Flame came out
of a Bull's Mouth, without hurting the Beaft, by net
finding any Refiftance to its Way.

Extraft of a Pamphlet, intituled, < Fire from
Heaven burning the Body of one Fobn
Hizchell, of Holnehurf?, within the Parifh
of Chrif}-Church, in the County of South-
ampton, the 26th of Fune, 1613:" By
John Hilliard. Printed a¢ London, 1613.

—"FHE Manner of the Accident is as followeth:
A He (Fobn Hitchell), having been, on §a-
turday the 26th of Fume laft, at Work at the Houfe

of onc Fehn Deane of Parly Court, where he trulzl'
an

® Which Effe is confirmed by Galem, lib. 11. de Morb. Diff:
cap. 2. where he fays, That he bath feen Pigeons Dung take Fire,
when it was become rotten.
Nnn
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and painfully laboured at his Trade, being a Carpen-
ter, and having ended his Day’s Work, went home
to his Houfe; and, after his coming home, betook
himfelf to his Reft; and, being in Bed with his
Wife and Child, in the Deep of the Night, the Light-
ning came on fo fiercely, that an old Woman, named
Agnes Ruffell, Mother to the Wife of the faid Fobn
Hiztchell, having teceived a terrible Blow on her
Chceek (by what means I know not), was therewith
awakened, and cry’'d to the faid Fobn Hitchell and
his Wife to help her: But they not anfwering, the
poor old Woman ftarted out of her Bed, and went
unto the Bed where they lay, and awakened her
Daughter, who was, upon the fudden, moft lamenta-
bly burnt all on one Side of her, and her Husband and-
Child dcad by her Side.. Yet neverthelefs his poor
Wife, when the {faw her Husband and Child had thus
firangcly finifhed their Days, fhe (asit fcemeth) thought
not {o much of the Hurt the had received herfelf, as
fhe was carcful to have preferved the Life of her
Husband, if by any mecans poflibly fhe could; and
therefore (notwithftanding all her grievous Wounds)
fhe drage’d him out of the Bed into the Street 5 and
there, by reafon of the Vehemency of the Fire, fhe
was inforced, to her no fmall Gricef, to forfake him 5
where he lay burning upon the Ground for the Space
of three Days after, or thereabouts. Not that there
~ was anv Appearance of Fire outwardly to be fcen on
him, but only a kind of Smoke afcending upwards
from his Carcafe, until it was coniumed to Afhes,
cxcept only fome {mall Shew of Part-of his Bones,
which were caft into a Pit made by the Place.

3 An
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An Extraf} of the Minuses of the Royal So-
ciety, of Nov. 8. ana 15. 1744. concern-
ing the WWamon at Ipfwich, who was found
burnt to Afbes on April 10. preceding.

HE firtt Account of this extraordinary Acci-

dent was in a Letter from Mr. R. Love to
his Brother Mr. Geo. Love, Apothecary at Wefi-
minfler, -dated Ipfwich, Fune 28. 1744. which was
laid before the Society by the Préfident on Nyv. 8.
following; wherein Mr. Love fays, “ That it ap-
« pear’d, upon the Coroner’s Inqueft concerning the
« Death of this Woman (at which he atrended), that
« fhe, having gone up ftairs with her Daughter to
« Bed, went down again from her, half undrefs'd ;
« and that, the next Morning early, her Body was
<« found quite burnt, lying upon the Brick-Hearth in
¢« the Kitchen, where no Fire had been, with the
¢« Candleftick ftanding by her, and the Candle burnt
« out, with which fhe had lighted herfelf down;
« and that the Daughter could aflign no Reafon for
<« her going down, unlefs it were to fmoak a Pipe ;
« but faid the was not addi¢ted to drink Gzw. The
« Jury brought it in Accidental Death.”

Nov. 15. Dr. Lobb communicated two Lettets
concerning the fame Woman ; one from the Reve-
rend Mr. Nozcutt at Ipfwich, to the Reverend Mr.
Gibbons s this dated Fuly 25. 1744. and the other
from the faid Mr. Gibbons to aFriend, dated Sepy. 2.
following. '

They both agree in all the material Circumftances
relating to the Fa&t; both giving their Relations
from the Mouths ofthe Eye-witnefles, who viewed the

Nnnz2 Body
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Body when it was firft found burning ; particularty Mr.
Gibbon's from the Woman’s own Daughter, and from 2
other Perfons living in the fame Houfe,whofe Names
are Boyden. The “Cafe was this; One Grace Pert, a
Fitherman’s Wife, of the Parith of §z. Clement’s in. Ipf-
wich, agcd about 60, had a Cuftom, for feveral Yecars
paft,- of going down:ftairs every Night, after the was
half undrefs'd, to fmoak a Pipe, or on fome other
private Occafion. The Danghter, who lay with her,
fell aflcep, and did not mifs her Mother, till fhe
awaked early inthe Mornmg, April 10. 1744. when,
drefling herfelf, and going down-flairs, fhe found her
Mother’s Body }ymcr on the right Side, with her Head
againft the Grate, and extended over the Hearth, with.
her Legs on the Deal-Floor, and appearing like a
Block of Wood burning with a glowing Fire with-
out Flame ; upon which qucnchmv it with two Bowls
of Water, the Smother and Stench thercof almoft
ftifled the Neighbours, whom her Crics had broughtin
the Trunk of the Body was in 2 manner bur_nt to
Afhes, and appcarcd like an Heap of Charcoal cover'd
with white Afhcs; the Head, Arms, Legs and Thighs
wete alfo very much burnt.

It was faid, that the Woman had drank very plen-
tifully of Gin over-night, on the Occafion of a Merry-
making,on account of a Daughter who waslately came
home from Gzéraltar. Butthe Difficulty isto account
for the Fire by which fhe was burnt; fince there was
none in the Grate, and the Candle was burnt out in the
Socket of the Candleflick, which ftood by her; and
a Child’s Cloaths.on one Side of her, and a.Paper
Screen on the other, were both untouch’d: And
altho’ the melting of the Greafe had fo penetrated
into the Hearth, as. not. to be fcour'd out, yet they

obferved;.
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obferved, that the Deal-Floor was neither finged not
difcolour’d ; and the Manner of the Fire burning in her
Body is defcribed as the working of fome inward Caufe,
and not from the burning of her Cloaths, which were
only a Cotton Gown and upper Petticoat.

XVIL An Account of a Quadruped brought
Jrom Bengal, and now to be feen in Lon-

don: Prefented by James Parfons, M. D.
& F.R. S

Read June 27. EING always defirous of lay-
1745 © ing before this Learned Society
whatfoever appears to me new and curious, I em-
braced the prefent Opportunity of viewing and
defcribing this Creature, which I cannot find men-
tioned by any Natural Hiftorian, norany Figure cx-
hibited, in the leaft, like it. Nor is it indced to
bc wonder'd at, fince the Beaft was brought to Ben-
gal, from a very remote Part of the Moguls Domi-
nions ; infomuch that no Perfon at Bengal had the
leaft Knowledge of him,

The only Hint that {eems to point at this Crea-
ture, is that mentioned by Fobn Albert de Mandels
Sfloe, in his Voyages thro’ the Indies, which are pub-
lihed in HarR1s's Complete Collection of Voyages
and Travels, N°. §2. p. 775. where he fays, thar,
among the Horfes in the Stables of the Viceroy of
Goa, he faw “ a Beaft called a Biggel, a Creature
“ much about the Colour and Bignefs of a Rain-
¢ deer: Its Head like that of a Horfe; its Main like

¢« that
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